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Introduction

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) comprise 17 goals addressing global issues related to
poverty, climate, Inequality, environmental degradation,
peace, and justice.! In 2015, 193 countries adopted these
goals, aiming to Improve the quality of life for people
worldwide.

As a land-grant institution, Auburn University’s
mission Is to improve quality of life for people across the
state of Alabama, the nation, and the world. The Auburn
University strategic plan outlines Auburn University’s
commitment to lead change, shape the future, and become a
world-renowned institution.? As a leader within its
community, state, nation, and world, and as an institution
built upon the mission of improving quality of life for all
people, Auburn University Is an essential player in the
movement to achieve the UN SDGs by 2030.

Purpose

The purpose of this report Is to describe Auburn University’s
engagement with the United Nations SDGs through metrics of
teaching, research, and outreach from 2016 to 2018.

Methods

Results

In descending order beginning with the SDG with which
Auburn University I1s most engaged, the six SDGs with which
Auburn University was most highly engaged from 2016 to
2018 were 3, 12, 15, 10, 9, and 11. In ascending order
beginning with the SDG with which Auburn University Is
least engaged, the four SDGs with which Auburn University
engaged to a lesser degree from 2016 to 2018 were 17, 1, 4
and, 5. The remaining SDGs not listed above are the SDGs
with which Auburn University engaged moderately from 2016
to 2018. These are SDGs 2, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, and 16.

Figure 1: Teaching
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Figure 2: Qutreach

The Academic Sustainability Program, Hunger Solutions
Institute, and Office of Sustainability collaborated to collect
and analyze data regarding Auburn University’s engagement
with the SDGs. Leaders from Academic Sustainability
Program developed an inventory of SDG-related teaching,
research, and outreach within every college, school, and
department. Categories included In the iInventory were
courses, majors, minors, graduate programs, departmental
research, centers and Institutes, and student organizations.
These data were originally collected by Academic
Sustainability Programs for use in the 2019 Association for the
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education
Sustainability Tracking, Assessment, & Rating System
(AASHE STARS) report. Research assistants with Hunger
Solutions Institute coded Inventory entries for the SDG with
which It was most closely related.
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Figure 3: Research
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*Not featured:
SDGs 5and 17.
The data set did
not include any
research from
2016-2018 that
pertained to SDGs
5and 17

Discussion & Implications

While Auburn University has much to celebrate regarding
Its engagement with specific SDGs, many opportunities exist
for further SDG engagement across all categories of teaching,
research, and outreach. This report may be used by Auburn
University administration, faculty, and students to learn more
about each of the 17 SDGs as well as gain insight into what
Auburn University Is already doing to support each goal.

The United Nations SDGs are a common thread to unite
the world in pursuit of sustainable progress that improves the
planet and quality of life for all people. As Auburn University
continues to strengthen its position as a national and global
leader In higher education, the SDGs must support this pursuit.
Auburn University has begun to direct its teaching, research,
and outreach toward achieving higher quality of life for people
worldwide.
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